
COmmencement of Ministry service 

the Rev John Stanley 

as the Rector of St George’s Anglican Church 
Paddington
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Introit

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been 
healed. For we were as sheep going astray, but have now returned 
to the shepherd and overseer of your souls. 1 Peter. 2.24-25

Welcome and Introduction

Acknowledgement of Country

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we come together to meet with God 
and to take our place in building the Body of Christ. We have also 
come to welcome our brother John as Rector of this Parish. In a 
spirit of commitment and gratitude to God, we will hear from his 
holy word, and pray for this world and for ourselves.
The Bible tells us to approach God confidently, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. As we do so, we must confess our sins, seeking 
forgiveness through God’s boundless goodness and mercy.

So let us draw near to God with sincerity and confidence, and pray 
together, 

God of all mercy,
we humbly admit that we need your help.
We have wandered from your way.
We have sinned in thought, word and deed,
and have failed to do what is right.
You alone can save us.
Have mercy on us,
wipe out our sins and teach us to forgive others.
Bring forth in us the fruit of your Spirit
that we may live the new life to your glory.
This we ask in the name of Jesus our Saviour. Amen.

God desires that none should perish,
but that all should turn to Christ and live.
In response to his call we acknowledge our sins.
God pardons those who humbly repent, and truly believe the 
gospel.
Therefore we have peace with God, through Jesus Christ. Amen

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  

His steadfast love endures for ever!
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Hymn, Be thou my vision (please sing at home)

Be thou my vision,
O Lord of my heart,
naught be all else to me,
save that thou art
thou my best thought
by day or by night,
waking or sleeping,
thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom,
be thou my true word;
I ever with thee
and thou with me, Lord;
thou my great Father,
thy child let me be;
thou in me dwelling,
and I one with thee.

Riches I scorn
and the world’s empty praise,
thou my inheritance,
now and always:
thou and thou only
first in my heart;
high King of heaven,
my treasure thou art.

High King of heaven,
after victory won,
may I reach heaven’s joys,
O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart,
whatever befall,
still be my vision,
O ruler of all.

Gaelic c.8th cent.
tr. Mary Elizabeth Byrne 1880-1931
versified by Eleanor Henrietta Hull 1860-1935 alt.
Tune: Slane

© The Australian Hymn Book Company.
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Psalm 22 

I was glad when they said to me:
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’ 
 
And now our feet are standing:
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem which is built as a city:
Where the pilgrims gather in unity.

There the tribes go up - the tribes of the Lord:
As he commanded Israel - to give thanks to the name of the Lord.

There are set thrones of judgement:
The thrones of the house of David.

O pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
May they who love you prosper.

Peace be within your walls:
And prosperity within your palaces.

For the sake of my brothers and companions:
I will pray that peace be with you.

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God:
I will seek for your good.

Glory to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
As in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen.

A Reading from the Old Testament Ezekiel 34. 1-6 

The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, prophesy against the 
shepherds of Israel: prophesy, and say to them—to the shepherds: 
Thus says the Lord God: Ah, you shepherds of Israel who have been 
feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? You 
eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the 
fatlings; but you do not feed the sheep. You have not strengthened 
the weak, you have not healed the sick, you have not bound up the 
injured, you have not brought back the strayed, you have not sought 
the lost, but with force and harshness you have ruled them. So they 
were scattered, because there was no shepherd; and scattered, they 
became food for all the wild animals. My sheep were scattered, they 
wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill; my sheep 
were scattered over all the face of the earth, with no one to search 
or seek for them.

A Reading from the New Testament John 10. 7-15

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for 
the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but 
the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by 
me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

Read by Jess Lyons

Read by Aurora Smith

Read by Isabelle Bennett
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“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not 
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 
away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired 
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 
I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just 
as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my 
life for the sheep.”

Sermon
 
After the sermon the Rector designate stands with Bishop Stead.

Brother, at your ordination, you were exhorted in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to remember the dignity of the high office and 
charge to which you are called: that is to say, to be a messenger, 
watchman and steward of the Lord; to teach and forewarn, to feed 
and provide for the Lord’s family; to seek for Christ’s sheep who 
are scattered abroad, and for his children who are surrounded by 
temptation in this world, that they may be saved through Christ for 
ever.

And now, in order that this present congregation of Christ’s people 
may be assured of these things, and to strengthen your resolve to 
do them, I will put to you again those questions asked of you at your 
ordination as presbyter.

Are you convinced that the holy scriptures contain all doctrine 
required of necessity for eternal salvation through faith in Jesus 
Christ? And will you instruct the people committed to your care 
from the scriptures, and teach nothing (as required of necessity to 
eternal salvation) except what you are convinced may be proved by 
the scriptures?

I am convinced, and will do so, by God’s grace.

Will you be ready to drive away all false and strange doctrines 
that are contrary to God’s word; and to this end both publicly and 
privately to warn and encourage all within your care, both the sick 
and the well, as often as the occasion demands?

I will, the Lord being my helper.

Will you be diligent in prayer, and in the reading of the scriptures, 
undertaking studies that help to a fuller knowledge of them, and 
turning aside from the pursuit of studies for self-indulgence and 
worldly gain?

I will, the Lord being my helper.

Will you strive to live according to the teaching of Christ, so that you 
and your family may be good examples to the flock of Christ?

I will, the Lord being my helper.

 
The Rt Rev Dr Michael 
Stead, Bishop of South 
Sydney
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Will you maintain and promote, to the best of your ability, quietness, 
peace and love among all Christian people, especially among those 
who are committed to your care?
 
I will, the Lord being my helper.

Will you reverently obey your ordinary and other chief ministers set 
over you in the church, gladly and willingly following their godly 
counsel?

I will, the Lord being my helper.

And are you willing to take up responsibility of the office of Rector of 
the Parish of St George Paddington?

I am willing, through Christ who strengthens me.

Almighty God, who has given you the will to do all these things, grant 
you the strength and power to perform them; that he may complete 
his work which he has begun in you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen

Handing the licence to the Rector designate Bishop Stead says, 

Take this licence bearing the seal of the Archbishop which records 
your appointment to this ministry.

Bernard Stewart, representing the three Churchwardens, comes into the chancel, 
stands and faces the Rector.

Bishop Stead moves aside and says,

John, we are now to remind you from the Bible of your main 
responsibilities as Rector of this parish. Your Churchwardens will read 
sentences of Scripture to you and I will urge you to follow each of 
these words of God. 

The congregation light their candle at home and the Churchwarden presents the 
Rector with a lighted candle and reads the following,

Our Lord Jesus Christ said to his disciples: “You are the light of the 
world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting 
a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand and 
it gives light to all in the house. In the same way let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” 

The Bishop says, 

Be faithful in evangelising this parish and the world beyond.

The Churchwarden takes the Prayer Book from the adjacent desk and brings it to the 

Rector and holds it while he reads the following:

Paul wrote to the church: I urge that requests, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgiving be made for everyone, for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives, in all godliness and 
holiness (1 Timothy 2.1-2).
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As the Prayer Book is handed to the Rector the Bishop says,

Be faithful in leading this congregation in prayer and Divine Service.
The Rector places the Prayer Book on the central lectern.

The Churchwarden takes a Bible from the adjacent desk, brings it to the Rector and 

holds it while he reads the following:

Paul wrote to Timothy: Until I come devote yourself to the public 
reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. (1 Timothy 4.13) 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

As the Bible is handed to the Rector the Bishop says,

Be faithful in reading the Scriptures and expounding them to 
this congregation and calling all to obedience to the Gospel. 

The  Rector places the Bible on the lectern.
The Churchwarden takes appropriate vessls for the Holy Communion from the Holy 
Table and brings them to the Rector, and says the following,

Paul wrote: Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a 
participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread we break a 
participation in the body of Christ? (1 Corinthians 10.16) 

Do you not know that all we who were baptised into Christ Jesus 
were baptised into his death? We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too might live a new 
life (Romans 6.3-4).

The Bishop says,

Be faithful in administration of the sacraments in this congregation.

The Bishop addresses the cogregation, and says,

Churchwardens and Parishioners of St George’s, Paddington,  
I present to you John Stanley, your Rector and Minister.

Turning to the Rector the Bishop says,

To you, my brother, I present the people committed to your charge.

The members of the Parish respond,

We welcome you among us as our pastor and Rector and 
commit ourselves with you to the service of God in this parish.

The congregation greets the Rector with applause.

The Bishop of South Sydney takes the Rector to the lectern and the Churchwarden 
hands the Rector the keys to the church and other parish buildings.

All except the Rector resume their seats.
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The Rector continues the service from the lectern:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

The Rector now leads the congregation in prayer for the world and the church, 
concluding with the Grace.

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore”. 
Amen

The Bishop reminds us of a fuller celebration onsite when the COVID restrictions 
ease.

Notices and thanks

Rev John Stanley, Rector
St George’s Paddington 

The Rt Rev Dr Michael 
Stead

Rev John Stanley and Alison
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Hymn: The Servant Song

Brother, sister, let me serve you;
Let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I might have the grace to
Let you be my servant, too.

We are pilgrims on a journey;
We are family on the road;
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christ-light for you
In the nighttime of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
Speak the peace you long to hear.

I will weep when you are weeping;
When you laugh I’ll laugh with you;
I will share your joys and sorrows
Till we’ve seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in Heaven
We shall find such harmony,
Born of all we’ve known together
Of Christ’s love and agony.

Brother, sister, let me serve you;
Let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I might have the grace to
Let you be my servant, too. 
 
Composer and lyrics: Richard A. M. Gillard (b. 1953)

© 1977 Scripture in Song, a division of Integrity Music / Sovereign Lifestyle Music

The Bishop pronounces a final Blessing:

 
May the Lord bless you and keep you;
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
 and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
 and give you peace. Amen

The Rector says,

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:  
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Postlude

After the service, those online are welcome to stay and share informal conversation 
in smaller breakout rooms on the Zoom call.

St George’s Anglican Church, on Gadigal-Eora land 
245 Glenmore Road, Paddington NSW 2021
Office: 9360 6356
Website: paddington.church
Rev John Stanley: john@paddington.church

Linda Davies
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The Rt Rev Dr Michael 
Stead, Bishop of South 
Sydney


